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October 27-29 (Friday to Sunday) 
Nairobi National Museum 

Affordable Art Show
Friday night – opening party.*

(See p. 2-9) 

December 2  (Saturday)
Courtyard of the Old Administrative Building

KMS Christmas Market and Book Sale   
(See p. 13)

December 9 – 11 (Saturday to Monday) – to
Mount Kenya

KMS safari, staying at Castle Forest Lodge*
(see p. 14-15)

From KMS

U P C O M I N G  A C T I V I T I E S  &  E V E N T S
T I L L  T H E  E N D  O F  T H E  Y E A R

N O T E  T H E S E  I N  Y O U R  D I A R Y  N O W !  

* R E G I S T E R  F O R  A N Y  O F  T H E  A B O V E  A C T I V I T I E S  H E R E :
W H A T S A P P :  0 7 2 4  2 5 5  2 9 9  

E M A I L :  I N F O @ K E N Y A M U S E U M S O C I E T Y . O R G

B y  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  K M S  o u t i n g s / e v e n t s  y o u  n o t  o n l y  m e e t
i n t e r e s t i n g  p e o p l e  a n d  v i s i t  i n t e r e s t i n g  p l a c e s ,  b u t  y o u  h e l p  s u p p o r t  t h e

N a t i o n a l  M u s e u m s  o f  K e n y a .  

# O u r M u s e u m s O u r H e r i t a g e
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Looking Back at the 14th Affordable Art Show 

O R G A N I S E D  B Y  T H E  K E N Y A  M U S E U M  S O C I E T Y
T H E  A F F O R D A B L E  A R T  S H O W  I S  T H E  L A R G E S T  A R T  S H O W  I N  E A S T  A F R I C A .  T H E  E V E N T
S H O W C A S E S  T H E  W O R K  O F  N E W  A N D  E S T A B L I S H E D  A R T I S T S  I N  E A S T  A F R I C A .  A T  T H I S

S H O W  W E  H A V E  O V E R  6 0 0  W O R K S  O F  A R T  O N  D I S P L A Y .  

F I R S T  W E  H A V E  A  B R I E F  R E P O R T  O F  T H E  L A S T  A R T  S H O W  –  I N  M A Y  T H I S  Y E A R :

KMS is pleased to say that the 14th Affordable Art
Show, held in May 2023, was a marvellous success all
around. More artworks, artists, sales and visitor
numbers. 

During Covid, the art show committee started holding
a mid-year edition as it was one of the few in-person
events that could be organised. With the strong
participation by artists and high visitor interest, we
have decided to keep the Show as a biannual affair. 

The Art Show continues to attract new artists and
first-time visitors, whilst bringing back many familiar
artists and repeat buyers. The social media campaign in
the preceding weeks attracts much excitement in the
arts ecosystem and many visitors reference our social
media when asked how they heard about the event. 

Over 670 original art pieces from more than 350 artists
were displayed including sculptures from a select
group of sculpture artists. 39% of the artworks were
sold, a remarkable achievement for a three-day event.
Around half the artists sold at least one piece, making
the event a valuable platform for visual artists to
showcase their talent. 

With prices starting as low as KSh5,000 up to a
maximum of KSh150,000, the Affordable Art Show is a
go-to place for both beginner buyers and art
connoisseurs. Most of the money goes to the creators
of the art, but a small proportion is added to the
Museum Society’s fund that goes to to support projects
of the National Museums of Kenya.
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K A R I  M U T U ,  C O - C H A I R  K M S  A R T  S H O W  C O M M I T T E E

Approximately 2,300 people attended the May show
over the three days. Friday’s opening night remained
very popular with keen art lovers and a vibrant
atmosphere was experienced all weekend.
Watercolourist Kanyi Ohawa taught the adult art class
once again, and the children’s art session was led by
Art without Borders, a group of trained instructors who
teach art techniques in fun-filled and interactive ways.

On Saturday and Sunday, there were live painting
sessions by specially selected group artists working in
different media. They were happy to demonstrate how
they carry out their craft and talk about their work to
visitors.

The Art Show committee is very grateful to sponsors
and supporters of the event, especially NCBA Bank. As
always, much gratitude to the National Museums of
Kenya for the use of the Courtyard venue. Ultimately,
the event could happen not without the brigade of
volunteers in the days leading up and during the Show,
and the KMS staff and Council members working
behind the scenes for months.
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 15th Affordable Art Show
27, 28 and 29 October 2023

A B O U T  T H E  A F F O R D A B L E  A R T  S H O W  P O S T E R

The poster for this show features the work of Fridah Ijai. Titled Breath, the artwork is about being in a
meditative place and enjoying the power of now. The symbolism depicts being in tune with nature (the bird),
being present (the eye), slowing down and being calm (the heartbeat) and being at peace (the peace sign). 

Fridah is a Kenyan visual artist based in Nairobi. She is a graduate of Kenyatta University with a bachelor’s
degree in fine art. Her main area of specialty is oil painting, focusing mostly on studies of the human figure. 
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 15th Affordable Art Show
27, 28 and 29 October 2023

Nairobi National Museum
T H E  S C H E D U L E

Opening Night!  
Come along and be part of the opening night fun.  

Live Music. 
As you wander around viewing fabulous art, you will enjoy the sounds of
Muleh, a Nairobi based singer songwriter. Muleh’s music is influenced by Afro
fusion, soul, and jazz. Her soulful voice will serenade hearts as she sets the
mood with a calm ambience.

Hourly Entrance Times. 
To ensure it’s not too crowded, opening times are staggered. Book early to
get the widest selection of art! Entrance fee 500/=. Book via Ticketsasa.com

Refreshments available for sale

F R I D A Y  2 7  O C T O B E R :  4 - 8 P M  –
E N T R Y  F E E ,  5 0 0 / =  

S A T U R D A Y  2 8  O C T O B E R ,  1 0 A M - 5 P M
–  F R E E  E N T R Y

Artists Live Painting. From 10am - 5pm, exhibiting artists Eric Gitonga,
Eric ‘Stickky’ Murithi, and Victoria Thou will be at their easels and happy
to talk to you about their art, what they are working on and what inspires
them. Find out more about the artists below.

Children’s Wire Tree Sculpting Class. At 10am to noon, we have a Wire
Art Class for children (there’s a class for adults on Sunday). This fun 2-
hour session will be led by exhibiting artist Eddy Kimani who has vast
experience in engaging groups as a former broadcaster, professional
actor, and a professional public speaker/MC. Eddie will demonstrate
techniques and then guide participants to make their own distinctive wire
trees. The class costs 2,000 which includes the cost of all materials. The
class is a max of 25 people. Book via info@kenyamuseumsociety.org

https://www.ticketsasa.com/events
mailto:info@kenyamuseumsociety.org
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Adult’s Wire Tree Sculpting Class. From 2pm-4pm, we
have a Wire Art Class for adults and older teenagers.
This fun 2-hour session will be led by exhibiting artist
Eddy Kimani who has vast experience in engaging
groups as a former broadcaster, professional actor, and
a professional public speaker/MC. Eddie will
demonstrate techniques and then guide participants to
make their own distinctive wire trees. The class costs
3,000 which includes the cost of all materials. The class
is a max of 25 people. Book via
info@kenyamuseumsociety.org

Refreshments available for sale.

 15th Affordable Art Show
27, 28 and 29 October 2023

T H E  S C H E D U L E  ( C O N T . )

Adult Watercolour Class. At 2.30pm, we have an Adult Art Class led by
exhibiting artist Kanyi Ohawa. Kanyi loves teaching watercolour to
anyone willing to learn. The class is great for absolute beginners and
those who have dabbled a bit and want to hone their skills. Kanyi’s classes
are fun and engaging. During the class, which lasts about 95 mins, you’ll
learn some great techniques. Not only will you leave with new skills, your
own artwork and lots of inspiration, you’ll take home a pack of 12 water
colours, 2 paint brushes, a plastic palette and an A5 water colour paper
pad to continue to the joy of watercolours. The class is a max of 20
people. The class is just 3,000/= per person, book via
info@kenyamuseumsociety.org

Refreshments available for sale.
S U N D A Y  2 9  O C T O B E R ,  1 0 A M - 5 P M  –

F R E E  E N T R Y

Artists Live Painting. From 10am-5pm, exhibiting artists
Elizabeth Melody Alogo, Saviour Juma, and Valarie Willie
will be at their easels and happy to talk to you about
their art, what they are working on and what inspires
them. Find out more about the artists below

Children’s Art and Craft Class. From 10am – noon, an
art class for children aged 6 to 12 will be guided by
Artists without Borders. This group of artists, all trained
teachers, will guide the children as they create three
masterpieces, using different techniques. During the
session, children will create three sunsets – one a
drawing/colouring work, one craft work using recycled
materials, and the third a painting. The two-hour class
costs 2,000= per child. The fee covers the cost of the
class and all materials. Children should wear art-friendly
clothing! Maximum of 25 children, please book and pay
via info@kenyamuseumsociety.org

(formerly Twitter) @AffordableArtKe / @MuseumSociety 
 @affordableartshow.ke / @MuseumSociety

mailto:info@kenyamuseumsociety.org
mailto:info@kenyamuseumsociety.org
mailto:info@kenyamuseumsociety.org
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 15th Affordable Art Show
27, 28 and 29 October 2023

M E E T  T H E  A R T I S T S  W H O  W I L L  B E  L E A D I N G  C L A S S E S  O R  L I V E
P A I N T I N G

Art Without Borders is a group of artists who work with children. The
group takes art activities into paediatric wards and children’s homes, as
well as engaging children in birthday parties and other child-friendly and
enjoyable art and craft activities.                                                                          
David Mwaura is the lead children’s teacher and is a trained teacher by
profession. Samson Wakabu, Rose Kanini and Harrison Mburu are the
other art teachers who make up this wonderful children’s teachers art
group.

C H I L D R E N ’ S  A R T  C L A S S  L E D  B Y
A R T  W I T H O U T  B O R D E R S  

A D U L T  A N D  C H I L D R E N ’ S  W I R E
T R E E  S C U L P T I N G  C L A S S E S  L E D  B Y

E D D Y  K I M A N I

Eddy Kimani transforms wire into unique pieces of art. He is a self-taught
wire artist whose wire tree craft is inspired by the ancient art of Bonsai -
growing ornamental, artificially dwarfed varieties of trees and shrubs in
pots called Bonsai. 
Eddy is based in Mombasa, Nyali where his studio “Made By Eddy” is
located.
Eddy Kimani is a former broadcaster, professional actor, and a
professional public speaker/MC.

Kanyi Ohawa is a watercolour artist based in Nairobi. 
She has always had a passion for painting and is happy to spend hours
either creating art or teaching it. She is heavily involved in art therapy
classes for people interested in either learning a new skill or honing an
existing one.
Kanyi is passionate about nature and the environment, and frequently
makes it the running theme in her painting classes.

A D U L T  W A T E R  C O L O U R  C L A S S  L E D
B Y  K A N Y I  O H A W A  
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 15th Affordable Art Show
27, 28 and 29 October 2023

M E E T  T H E  A R T I S T S  W H O  W I L L  B E  L E A D I N G  C L A S S E S  O R  L I V E
P A I N T I N G

Blaine’s artistic journey commenced during her formative years, when she
discovered an innate passion for crayons, watercolours, and coloured
pencils. Under the guidance of Mr. Sketch from Club Kiboko, she
embraced her identity as an artist. Over time, creative endeavours
flourished, culminating in her enrolment in university where she pursued
a Diploma in Fine Art and Design. This served as the foundation for her
professional evolution and the refinement of her artistic style.
A pivotal turning point was when she ventured into the realm of graffiti,
guided by a mentor from her academic years. This marked the birth of
"Blaine 29," a distinctive tag that has become synonymous with her
artistic identity. Her artistic style has transcended its roots in cubism,
evolving into a harmonious fusion of diverse influences from the 20th
century. This transformation has endowed Blaine’s work with a rich and
expansive colour palette, drawing inspiration directly from the tapestry of
life itself.
Today, Blaine 29’s work has evolved further to a brand and is underpinned
by a commitment to boldness, uniqueness, and authenticity. Blaine firmly
believes in the power of standing out, a philosophy that has propelled the
exponential growth her brand.

L I V E  A R T  B Y  B L A I N E  

E L I Z A B E T H  M E L O D Y  A L H O G O  

is a self-taught artist based in Nairobi, learning many skills from her
mother. 
Elizabeth started working as an artist after completing school in 2013. She
ventured into other work for a short time, but soon returned full-time to
art which is her passion. Elizabeth has exhibited at various festivals and
has been a regular exhibitor at the Affordable Art Show since 2015. 
Her work conveys her spiritual connection and reverence for the natural
world, while her ethereal expression of women symbolizes infinite
possibilities, freedom, and hope. When faced by challenges, she finds
solace in art which allows her to focus her energy positively.
Elizabeth’s medium of choice is acrylic on canvas or wood. 
Alongside her art, Elizabeth is a Tarot reader.
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E R I C K  “ S T I C K K Y ”  M U R I I T H I   

a painter, graffiti artist and creative soul.
Art has been part of his life for as long as he can remember, but he chose
to pursue it full time in 2013 after leaving Media School. At Patrick
Mukabi’s studio at the Godown Arts Centre, he found a mentor and
started his journey. Stickky also learnt about graffiti from Uhuru Brown, a
guru and pioneer. He’s not looked back since.
Stickky is a versatile artist who has worked with different materials and
media. His subjects vary as he tries to understand the world as it is.
Stickky has exhibited locally and internationally as part of a group and as
a solo act. In Kenya he has exhibited at the Nairobi National Museum,
Creative’s Garage, The K.I.C.C, Godown Arts Centre, Talisman Restaurant,
Karen Country Club, Village Market, and the Sarit Centre. He has also
exhibited in Germany, Korea, and the U.S.A.
Art is his refuge and therapy as well as his daily bread. He looks forward
to keep creating, keep inspiring, and keep mentoring others to follow
their dreams

 15th Affordable Art Show
27, 28 and 29 October 2023

M E E T  T H E  A R T I S T S  W H O  W I L L  B E  L E A D I N G  C L A S S E S  O R  L I V E
P A I N T I N G

whose love for photographing arthropods began around 2012.  He has a
desire to capture features of arthropods that are too small or too hidden
for the human eye to observe unaided. Using a variety of equipment that
extends the capabilities of the regular camera, Eric can capture these
hidden attributes and share their beauty with the world. In addition to
photography, Eric is fascinated by pen and ink drawing in a maximalism
style. He loves making marks on paper that result in super intricate works
of art. It his pen and ink work he will be sharing at the show.
What ties these two loves together (Dudus and Doodles), is detail. Detail
of the tiny dudus magnified. Detail of intricate doodles marks on paper
repeated.

E R I C  G I T O N G A
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a mixed media artist, born and raised in Kibera. He started his art journey
in 2009 and discovered the use of recycled materials in late 2014. His
artwork portrays the beauty of African people's faces and their traditions,
the way of living in Africa and survival in the slums.
He is the founder of the Sun Valley collective, which seeks to empower
and educate people in Kibera through art that is inspired by the artists’
immediate environment. They channel their inspiration through
drawings, paintings, wood carving and metal work using reclaimed
materials. As a collective, they express their individuality through their
work and their feelings to the community through their art. Saviour also
teaches art to children between 5 to 12 years old from the local
community.
Saviour's work is inspired by people's faces, the environment surrounding
him and the living standards in Kibera. He uses metal, plastics, and wood
to create his art. The metals and plastics he uses are collected from
Kibera dump sites and symbolize his life experiences growing up in Kibera
and observing trash everywhere. Through his artwork, he wants to bring
understanding to people: to understand culture and ways to solve major
problems that people face - mostly in slums. He uses his art to uplift
those who live around him.

S A V I O U R  J U M A

V A L A R I E  W I L L I E

was born and raised in Nairobi. She expresses herself through her
abstract art. Her medium of choice is acrylic and various media
applications.
When she is painting, she is not aware of what she is doing. It's only later
that she sees what she’s been about.
Growing up and seeing her father paint really motivated and inspired her
and her interest in painting grew. Valarie became a full-time artist during
the COVID-19 pandemic, and it was during that time that she discovered
herself in the art world.
She has no fear about making changes to paintings as she believes she is
growing as an artist and slowly enhancing her paintings.

 15th Affordable Art Show
27, 28 and 29 October 2023

M E E T  T H E  A R T I S T S  W H O  W I L L  B E  L E A D I N G  C L A S S E S  O R  L I V E
P A I N T I N G
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Besides being our biggest and most effective advertisers of the Affordable Art Show, KMS members are essential
volunteers for the show.  Listed below are the descriptions of the type of help needed and the dates and times for
which we need volunteers.  If you can help, please send an email or call the KMS office (0724 255 299 /
info@kenyamuseumsociety.org), stating the date(s), time(s) and job(s) you will do.

Light refreshments will be provided each day (served by servers – no self-service). Bring your own lunch if you
prefer.

COVID Compliance requirements:  Masks must be worn over nose and mouth at all times. Masks will be provided to
those who want one. Regular sanitizing or washing of hands.  Maintaining social distancing as much as possible. 

A R T  S U B M I S S I O N  D A Y   S U N ,  2 2 N D
O C T O B E R     8 : 4 5 - 4 : 0 0

Call For Volunteers

B E C O M E  A N  A R T  S H O W  V O L U N T E E R   D U R I N G  A N Y  D A Y ( S )  
F R O M  S U N  -  M O N ,  2 2  -  3 0  O C T O B E R

Casual/informal dress, comfortable shoes  
2-4 people – Monitoring and ensuring social distancing

between artists in the queue, receiving the art submitted
by the artists (checking in the artists, filling forms,

attaching forms to art, carrying art).   
2 people – data entry (entering data from the entry forms)

bring a laptop if you can

H A N G I N G  T H E  A R T   W E D - T H U ,  2 5 -
2 6  O C T O B E R  9 : 0 0 - 4 : 0 0 ,   M A Y B E

F R I ,   2 7 T H   O C T O B E R   1 0 : 0 0 - 1 : 0 0

Casual/informal dress, comfortable shoes  
5-7 people each day – working in teams of 4 people,
climbing ladders or attaching fishline or labelling art

as directed by curator.  
Sign up for one, two or three days.
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KMS Safari Recap

S A R Y O O  S H A H  W R I T E S  A B O U T  A  R E C E N T L Y  C O N C L U D E D  T R I P  F O R  K M S
M E M B E R S  T O  M O M B A S A  V I A  T R A I N  

On 30th June, 13 members from the KMS embarked
on a trip to Mombasa by SGR (the new train). The
train journey started from Syokimau Station at 3.00
pm and reached Miritini Station at 8.30 pm.
At Syokimau there was a lot of baggage security
checks by detecting machines and sniffer dogs. After
enduring what seems unnecessary hurdles of
security, we boarded the train and it took off at
exactly 3.00 pm. The ride was very smooth. We
could buy some drinks and snacks from the trolley.
Enroute the train only stopped at Voi for 5 minutes
and we reached Miritini at 8.30 pm. There was a bus
waiting for us to take to the Mombasa Club and
reached there at 9.25 pm. 
On Saturday 1st July, we were ready by 9.00 am and
Caesar Bita, the only Underwater Archaeologist in
Kenya, gave us a talk on his documentation of the
ship wrecks around Mombasa and other parts of the
Indian Ocean. Once the talk was over, we set off to
go to Tudor Marina, from where we boarded a boat
and sailed towards Fort Jesus. Sailing earlier was
pretty smooth, but once we neared open seas near
Fort Jesus, the ocean became very choppy. It was
raining heavily at that time so I was completely
soaked. Enroute, Caesar Bita was pointing out some
of the land marks and showing us where some of the
ship wrecks were. The ship wrecks in the seas
around Mombasa are the Sussex, Santa Antonio de
Tanna, Globe Star, DANA, Kota Menang and Said
Mohamed. We returned to Mombasa Club for lunch.
In the afternoon there was a tour of Fort Jesus, one
of Kenya's World Heritage sites. 

The next day, Sunday, we went to Haller Park. It is part of
Bamburi Cement where once it was a quarry where coral, a
component of cement, was extracted. That resulted in
denuding the land. This project was a brain child of Dr. Rene
Haller, who worked very hard and turned the denuded land
into an unimaginably lush forest. Now that park hosts
Rothschild giraffes, elands, oryx, hippopotamus, crocodiles, an
enclosed butterfly house and a snake park. One can feed the
giraffes. 
Bamburi Cement still extracts coral and the denuded area is
once again planted with casuarina trees as its leaves (which are
in form of needles), help to break down coral which forms into
a layer of soil overtime. The trip to Haller Park should be on
everybody's to do list when visiting Mombasa.

After lunch we were
hosted by Mr. Taibali
Hamzali who
enlightened us about
the architecture of old
Mombasa with his
slide show and then
took us for a walk
showing the
landmarks. On return
from the walk, he
talked about the
history of the
Mombasa Club. In 1896
the Club was started
by a Rex Boustaed, a  

businessman, as a private club, with exclusive memberships for
White Men only. This was the only recreational facility for the
whites so this Club became very popular.
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In 1896, construction of Uganda Railways had started
so the top brass of the Railways had somewhere to
relax. In1897, 1.6 acres of prime land was leased from
the Government. In 1902-1909 the Club premises
were extended and extra floors and new reception
were added. The architecture at that time was in the
tradition of the UK' Arts and Crafts Movement. Basic
facilities provided were well water, oil lamps and
drop toilets. Upstairs, a lounge and a ballroom was
added, too.

Segregation policy being in the forefront, only
whites allowed. Only, non-whites were Sir Ali Bin
SALIM and Sir Sultan Mohamed Shah, 3rd Aga Khan,
were made honorary members.
The next day on Monday morning, Dr. Kalanda Khan
talked about the Old Town Mombasa. He told us that
only a part of the old town is under Heritage Site,
managed by the National Museums. We walked to
the Old Town seeing the first Post Office and First
Police post. He talked about the architect of the old
houses and how a meeting place (Baraza) was always
outside the main entrance. 
Most of the guests were entertained on the Baraza,
unless the guest was a family member or a very good
friend, only then they were asked to enter the house.
There was so much more we would have loved to
hear from him, but we had to have lunch and catch
our return train journey by 3.00 pm from Miritini.

Photos from Other
Safari Trips

 A  S O U V E N I R  O F  T H E  K M S
T R I P  T O  M P A L A  R A N C H
A U G U S T  2 0 2 3 ,  B Y  T I S H

N E W M Y E R .

KMS Safari Recap
cont.

During the wars
Mombasa was a
naval base and
logistic hub,
playing a
support role
and offering a
place to rest. 



1 3

T R A C K E R  /  S E P T E M B E R  -  O C T O B E R  2 0 2 3

Back Once More, the KMS Mid-Year Market
B Y  K A R E N  P E A C H E Y

With heaps of excellent arty items at 30 market stalls, the KMS Mid-Year Market attracted lots of visitors on
Saturday, 24th June. The Market is an opportunity for artists to showcase and sell fabulous merchandise
featuring their original artwork.
There was a wonderful variety of creative items from cards and coasters, to tote bags, hand-painted mugs and
water bottles, jewellery, crotched bags and wall quilts. Some artists specialise in upcycled items, producing
painted denim jackets, colourful tables from car tyres and vases from cans. The second-hand books and
magazines were, as always, a great hit with many people walking out carrying armfuls of great reads. The range
of goods on sale was fun, beautiful and of great value, with items priced at from Ksh 100 to maximum of Ksh
5000.

Many thanks the participating vendors, to all who donated books and the visitors who came along. We’re already
planning for the Christmas market, scheduled for 2nd December, 2023.

If you have gently-used books, magazines, or household goods in good condition that you would like to donate
for the KMS stall, please drop them at the KMS office from Monday to Friday, or at the KMS Shop, open daily.
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The hiking possibilities for guided day trips or short walks around the lodge are
unlimited. The guides can point out the footprints of animals that have been there
before you and tell all about the forest and its mysteries. The trails may prove to be
difficult at times so may not be suitable for all.N A T U R E  W A L K S

Three beautiful horses, one for the guide, can take you riding on the trails in the forest
where you may encounter wildlife or just enjoy the different colours of green or for a
longer ride through the tea fields bordering the forest.H O R S E B A C K

R I D I N G

Crystal clear rivers on either side of the lodge provide endless opportunities for trout
fishing. Hence with the help of guides one can get a chance to experience fishing. 

T R O U T  F I S H I N G  

About 175 species of birds have been identified that are partly specific to this altitude
and forested areas; our experienced guides can lead you to them.

B I R D  W A T C H I N G

Upcoming: Trip to the Roof of Africa

C A S T L E  F O R E S T  L O D G E
S A T  –  M O N ,  9  - 1 1 T H  D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 3  

C a s t l e  F o r e s t  L o d g e  i s  l o c a t e d  d e e p  i n  t h e  t h i c k  f o r e s t  o n  t h e  s l o p e s  t o  t h e  s o u t h  o f
M o u n t  K e n y a .  I t  i s  s e t  i n  n a t u r a l  s u r r o u n d i n g s  o f  r a i n f o r e s t ,  f r e s h  w a t e r  r i v e r s  w i t h

f a l l s ,  a  f a b u l o u s  v i e w  o f  t h e  v a l l e y  o n  o n e  s i d e  o f  t h e  l o d g e ,  a n d  t h e  i m p r e s s i v e  p e a k s  o f
M o u n t  K e n y a  o n  t h e  o t h e r .

A T T R A C T I O N S :

A  D E T A I L E D  I T I N E R A R Y  W I T H  A C T I V I T I E S  F O R  E A C H  D A Y  W I L L  B E  C O N F I R M E D  A S  W E
A P P R O A C H  T H E  T R A V E L  D A T E .

D E A D L I N E  F O R  P A Y M E N T  I S  1 0  N O V E M B E R  O R  U N T I L  G R O U P  S I Z E  I S  R E A C H E D .  
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Upcoming: Trip to the Roof of Africa

C A S T L E  F O R E S T  L O D G E
S A T  –  M O N ,  9  - 1 1 T H  D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 3  

A c c o m m o d a t i o n :  C a s t l e  F o r e s t  L o d g e  -
C o t t a g e s

C o s t :  3 1 , 5 0 0  K s h  p p  s h a r i n g ;  3 7 , 5 0 0  K s h
f o r  s i n g l e  a c c o m m o d a t i o n

I n c l u d e d :  
F u l l  B o a r d ,  L o d g i n g ,  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,
N a t u r e  W a l k  &  G u i d e  F e e ,  K e n y a  F o r e s t
S e r v i c e  &  L o d g e  E n t r y  F e e s ,  a n d  T i p s .

E x c l u d e d :
H o r s e  R i d i n g  -  K s h  1 , 2 0 0  p p  p e r  h o u r
F i s h i n g  w i t h  a  G u i d e  -  K s h  5 0 0  p p

P a y m e n t s :  M p e s a  p a y b i l l ,  B u s i n e s s  N o :
4 0 0 8 0 0 ,  A c c o u n t :  6 5 7 1 5 7 0 0 1 9
B o o k i n g s :  0 7 2 4  2 5 5  2 9 9 ,  2 3 3 9 1 5 8  o r
i n f o @ k e n y a m u s e u m s o c i e t y . o r g

G r o u p  s i z e  i s  1 4 .

- W a t e r  b o t t l e  
- B a t h i n g  s u i t  
- S u n d o w n e r s  ( o p t i o n a l ) .  T h e  l o d g e  h a s  a
b a r .

T h i n g s  t o  t a k e  w i t h  y o u  ( d e p e n d i n g  o n
y o u r  i n t e r e s t s )
 - C o m f o r t a b l e  w a l k i n g  s h o e s  /
w a t e r p r o o f  h i k i n g  b o o t s  ( i f  p l a n n i n g  t o
h i k e )
- B i n o c u l a r s

mailto:info@kenyamuseumsociety.org
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News From & About the National
Museums of Kenya

1 8  S E P T E M B E R  T O  1 8  N O V E M B E R  2 0 2 3
D O L L S  O F  G O O D  H O P E

G e t  r e a d y  t o  s t e p  i n t o  a  w o r l d  w h e r e
d o l l s  t e l l  s t o r i e s ,  c u l t u r e s  u n i t e ,  a n d
i m a g i n a t i o n  k n o w s  n o  b o u n d s .  A t  t h e
D o l l s  o f  G o o d  H o p e  E x h i b i t i o n ,  y o u  w i l l
d i s c o v e r  t h e  r i c h  t a p e s t r y  o f  d o l l
t r a d i t i o n s  f r o m  a c r o s s  A f r i c a  a n d  E u r o p e .

T H E  R E E L  R E F L E C T I O N S  F I L M  F E S T I V A L  

T h i s  e v e n t  w i l l  p u t  a  s p o t l i g h t  o n  t h e
e v e r - g r o w i n g  K e n y a n  f i l m  i n d u s t r y
p r o m o t i n g  t h e  v a r i o u s  t a l e n t s  a n d
c r e a t i v e  s p a c e s  i n  K e n y a  w h i l e  c e m e n t i n g
t h e  N a t i o n a l  M u s e u m ' s  a u t h o r i t y  a s  t h e
m a n a g e r  o f  K e n y a ' s  H e r i t a g e .

( u n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h i s  i s s u e  o f  T r a c k e r  w i l l
a p p e a r  a f t e r  t h i s  e v e n t )
T h i s  i s  a  c o l l a b o r a t i v e  e f f o r t  b e t w e e n  t h e
N a t i o n a l  M u s e u m s  o f  K e n y a  ( N M K ) ,
P r o m o t e  K e n y a  L t d ,  K e n y a  F i l m
C o m m i s s i o n  ( K F C ) ,  E t h n o g r a p h i c  F i l m s ,
a n d  o t h e r  e s t e e m e d  p a r t n e r s ,  a n d  i s  a
h i g h l y  a n t i c i p a t e d  e v e n t  d e d i c a t e d  t o
c e l e b r a t i n g  a n d  s h o w c a s i n g  t h e  b r i l l i a n c e
o f  K e n y a n  t a l e n t  i n  f i l m  c r e a t i o n .  
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News From & About the National
Museums of Kenya

F R I  –  S A T ,  6  –  7  O C T O B E R  2 0 2 3 ,  N A I R O B I
N A T I O N A L  M U S E U M

F O O D  F O R  T H O U G H T

T h i s  f e s t i v a l  i s  m o r e  t h a n  j u s t  a n  e a t i n g
e x t r a v a g a n z a ,  b u t  s p a c e  t h a t  w i l l  a l s o
p r o v i d e  c r i t i c a l  c o n t e x t  f o r  c o n s u m i n g ,
e d u c a t i n g ,  i n f o r m i n g ,  a n d  p r o v o k i n g
K e n y a n s  a n d  o t h e r  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n t o
t h i n k i n g  m o r e  d e e p l y  a b o u t  h o w  w e  g r o w
o u r  f o o d ,  w h i c h  i s  k e y  t o  p a s s i n g  o n
s k i l l s  t o  t h e  n e x t  g e n e r a t i o n .

I t ’ s  K e n y a  C u l i n a r y  F e s t i v a l  a t  t h e
M u s e u m  t h i s  O c t o b e r !   T h i s  i s  a  f e s t i v a l
t h a t  w i l l  t a k e  y o u  o n  a  c u l i n a r y  j o u r n e y ,
c e l e b r a t i n g  K e n y a ' s  d i v e r s e  c u l t u r e s  a n d
m u c h  m o r e .  
E x p e r i e n c e  w o r k s h o p s ,  t a l k s ,  a n d
c o m m u n i t y  e v e n t s  a n d  d e b a t e s  t h a t  g o
b e y o n d  f o o d ,  f o s t e r i n g  a  d e e p e r
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  K e n y a ’ s  h e r i t a g e  a n d
s u s t a i n a b l e  e a t i n g .  

N O T E :  F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N  O N  T H E  A B O V E  E V E N T S ,
P L E A S E  S E E  C O N T A C T  D E T A I L S  O N  T H E  R E S P E C T I V E  P O S T E R S .
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Ongoing Exhibition

D A I L Y  8 . 3 0 A M  T O  5 . 3 0 P M  U N T I L  3 0 T H  S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 3 .
C R E A T I V I T Y  G A L L E R Y

T M M S A C  b e l i e v e s  K e n y a  i s  b l e s s e d  a n d  w i s h e s  t o  h i g h l i g h t  t h e  w o r l d - c l a s s
t a l e n t s  i n  N a t u r a l  C a p i t a l ;  H u m a n  C a p i t a l  a n d  I n t e l l e c t u a l / A c a d e m i c  C a p i t a l
t h a t  a r e  r e s i d e n t  w i t h i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  a s  w e l l  a s  p r o v i d i n g  t h i s  E x h i b i t i o n  f o r
s t a g i n g  m e a n i n g f u l ,  e d u c a t i o n a l  e x a m p l e s  t o  s u p p o r t  i t s  b e l i e f s  t o  t h e  p u b l i c .

A n  E x h i b i t i o n  i n  c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  K e n y a ’ s  i n a u g u r a l  h o s t i n g  o f  t h e  A f r i c a
C l i m a t e  S u m m i t  a n d  A f r i c a  C l i m a t e  W e e k  p r e s e n t e d  b y  t h e  M u t u m a  M a r a n g u
S c u l p t u r e  A r t  C o l l e c t i o n  ( T M M S A C )  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  i t s  p a r t n e r s  O l s u s w a  P o w e r
L i m i t e d  ( O P L )  a n d  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  T r o p i c a l  A g r i c u l t u r e  ( I I T A )
C o - R E G E N .  T h e  E x h i b i t i o n  e x p l o r e s  t h e  l i t t l e  k n o w n  b u t  i n c r e a s i n g l y
i m p o r t a n t  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  C l i m a t e ;  C a r b o n ;  G e o l o g y ;  G e o g r a p h y ;  A g r i c u l t u r e
a n d  B a s a l t  R o c k  a n d  M i n e r a l  S c u l p t u r a l  A r t .  

M A D O N N A  B Y  J O H N  O G A O  

R O O T S  O F  R E M O V A L :  K E N Y A N  B A S A L T  R O C K  A N D  M I N E R A L
S C U L P T U R E  A R T  A N D  T H E  C A R B O N  R E M O V A L S  O D Y S S E Y .

J o h n  T a b u l e  A b u y a  O g a o

F E A T U R E D  A R T I S T S :

R o c k  &  S t o n e  M a s t e r  S c u l p t o r s  

P e t e r  K e n y a n y a  O e n d o

G e r a r d  M o t o n d i  O r o o

R o b i n  O k e y o  M b e r a

C h a r l e s  D u k e  K o m b o
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Public Notice from The Museum

S e e  a l l  b e n e f i t s  a n d  r a t e s  o n  t h e  b a c k  p a g e  o f  t h i s  N e w s l e t t e r .

P l e a s e  n o t e  t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  o n l y  a p p l y  t o  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  n o t  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e
M u s e u m  S o c i e t y  a n d  /  o r  t h e i r  m e m b e r s h i p  i s  n o t  u p  t o  d a t e .  
Y o u  c a n  e a s i l y  r e n e w  o r  a p p l y  f o r  n e w  m e m b e r s h i p s  f o r  y o u  a n d  y o u r  g u e s t s ,
f r o m  t h e  K M S  W e b s i t e  b y  f i l l i n g  i n  a n  o n l i n e  a p p l i c a t i o n  a n d  m a k i n g  y o u r
p a y m e n t  t h r o u g h  M p e s a .  A l t e r n a t i v e l y ,  y o u  c a n  g e t  K M S  m e m b e r s h i p  e i t h e r
a t  t h e  K M S  O f f i c e  o p e n  M o n  –  F r i ,  9 a m  –  5 p m  o r  a t  t h e  G i f t  S h o p ,  i n s i d e  t h e
M u s e u m ,  o p e n  M o n  –  S u n ,  9 a m  –  5 p m .  
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“ T h e  r e t u r n  o f  8 5  V i g a n g o  t o  t h e
G i r i a m a  C o m m u n i t y  r e p r e s e n t s
a  r e m a r k a b l e  t r i u m p h  i n  t h e
o n g o i n g  g l o b a l  e f f o r t s  t o  r e s t o r e
s t o l e n  c u l t u r a l  p r o p e r t y  t o  t h e i r
r i g h t f u l  o w n e r s .  T h i s
u n f o r g e t t a b l e  c e r e m o n y  s e r v e s
a s  a  t e s t a m e n t  t o  t h e  e n d u r i n g
s p i r i t  o f  c u l t u r a l  p r i d e  a n d
h e r i t a g e .  “

Repatriation of the 'Vigangos' to the
Mijikenda Community 

' V i g a n g o '   a r e  v e r y  f i n e l y  c a r v e d  w o o d e n
t o t e m s ,  t h r e e  t o  n i n e  f e e t  t a l l ,  c o m m o n l y
e r e c t e d  a s  m e m o r i a l s  o n  t h e  t o m b s  o f
p r o m i n e n t  f i g u r e s  i n  t h e  M i j i k e n d a
c o m m u n i t y ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  a  s a c r e d
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  r e b o r n  s p i r i t s .
T h e  r e p a t r i a t i o n  o f  M i j i k e n d a  c u l t u r a l
a r t e f a c t s  k n o w n  l o c a l l y  a s  ' v i g a n g o '  f r o m
t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  w h e r e  t h e y  w e r e  k e p t
f o r  d e c a d e s  a f t e r  b e i n g  l o o t e d  i n  K e n y a ,
f i n a l l y  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  m o n t h  o f  J u l y .  
 A s  p a r t  o f  t h e  o n g o i n g  e f f o r t  t o
r e p a t r i a t e  t h e s e  a r t e f a c t s ,
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  t h e  D e n v e r  M u s e u m
o f  N a t u r e  &  S c i e n c e ,  t h e  I n d i a n a p o l i s
M u s e u m  o f  A r t ,  t h e  I l l i n o i s  S t a t e
M u s e u m ,  a n d  o t h e r  m u s e u m s  a n d
u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  v i s i t e d  K i l i f i  f o r  t h e  o f f i c i a l
h a n d o v e r  o f  s o m e  o f  t h e s e  a r t e f a c t s .  
T h e  D i r e c t o r  o f  A n t i q u i t i e s ,  S i t e s  a n d
M o n u m e n t s  a t  t h e  N a t i o n a l  M u s e u m  o f
K e n y a ,  D r  F r e d r i c k  K y a l o  M a n t h i ,  t o l d
t h e  E a s t  A f r i c a n  t h a t  t h e  g r o u p  w i l l
o f f i c i a l l y  h a n d  o v e r  s o m e  o f  t h e
a r t e f a c t s  t o  t h e  g o v e r n o r  o f  K i l i f i .  T h e
c e r e m o n y  t o o k  p l a c e  i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f
l e a d e r s  a n d  e l d e r s  o f  t h e  M i j i k e n d a
c o m m u n i t y ,  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  T o u r i s m ,
W i l d l i f e  a n d  H e r i t a g e ,  a l o n g  w i t h
U N E S C O  a n d  o t h e r  k e y  i n s t i t u t i o n s
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  K e n y a  N a t i o n a l
C o m m i s s i o n  f o r  U N E S C O ,  t h e  N a t i o n a l
M u s e u m s  o f  K e n y a ,  t h e  D i s t r i c t
G o v e r n m e n t  a n d  f o u r  K e n y a - b a s e d
m u s e u m s .  T h i s  i m p o r t a n t  e v e n t
h a p p e n e d  i n  K a y a  K a u m a ,  K i l i f i  C o u n t y ,
K e n y a  o n  J u l y  1 2 ,  2 0 2 3 .

B Y  S T E P H A N I E  N J O K I

T h i s  g i a n t  s t e p  o f  r e t u r n  a l i g n s  w i t h  t h e
g l o b a l  e f f o r t s  t o  p r o m o t e  t h e  r e t u r n  o f
s t o l e n  o r  i l l i c i t l y  a c q u i r e d  c u l t u r a l
p r o p e r t y  t o  t h e i r  r i g h t f u l  o w n e r s .  T h e
U N E S C O  1 9 7 0  C o n v e n t i o n  o n  t h e  m e a n s
o f  p r o h i b i t i n g  t h e  i l l i c i t  i m p o r t ,  e x p o r t ,
a n d  t r a n s f e r  o f  o w n e r s h i p  o f  c u l t u r a l
p r o p e r t y ,  s e r v e s  a s  t h e  g u i d i n g  p r i n c i p l e
i n  t h e s e  e n d e a v o u r s ,  w h e r e  S t a t e  P a r t i e s
a r e  u r g e d  t o  a d o p t  m e a s u r e s  t h a t
p r e v e n t

R e a l i z i n g  t h e  u r g e n t  i m p o r t a n c e
o f  t h e  r e t u r n  o f  c u l t u r a l
p r o p e r t y ,  H o n .  P e n i n a h  M a l o n z a
r e i t e r a t e d  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s
c o m m i t m e n t  t o  e a r l y  r a t i f i c a t i o n
o f  t h e  1 9 7 0  C o n v e n t i o n .  I n
a d d i t i o n ,  a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e
r e p a t r i a t i o n  p o l i c y  a n d  s t r a t e g y ,
d e v e l o p e d  i n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h
s t a k e h o l d e r s ,  i s  c u r r e n t l y  b e i n g
d e v e l o p e d  t o  e n s u r e  t h e
p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f
K e n y a ' s  c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e .

t h e  i l l i c i t  t r a f f i c k i n g  o f  c u l t u r a l
p r o p e r t y .

N A T I O N A L  M U S E U M S  O F  K E N Y A

P R O F ,  M A R Y  G I K U N G U
D I R E C T O R  G E N E R A L
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h t t p s : / / t i n y u r l . c o m / v i g a n g o s
h t t p s : / / w w w . u n e s c o . o r g / e n / a r t i c l e s /
r e k i n d l e d - h o p e - 8 5 - s a c r e d - v i g a n g o -
r e t u r n - h o m e

R e f e r e n c e s :

Repatriation of the 'Vigangos' to the
Mijikenda Community cont. 

 " V i g a n g o "  f l e w  t o  K e n y a  d u r i n g  t h e
c o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  u n t i l  t h e  1 9 8 0 s . O v e r  t h e
y e a r s  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  s o l d  t o  a r t  d e a l e r s ,
w i t h  s o m e  e n d i n g  u p  i n  m u s e u m s  a n d
t o u r i s t  s h o p s .

I l l i n o i s  S t a t e  M u s e u m  c u r a t o r ,  B r o o k e
M o r g a n ,  t o l d  t h e  N e w  Y o r k  T i m e s  t h a t
t h e  s p l i t  f r o m  " V i g a n g o " ;  o f  t h e i r  r i g h t f u l
o w n e r s  i s  d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  t h e  s p i r i t u a l
w e l l - b e i n g  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .  
 L i n d a  G i l e s ,  a  f o r m e r  I l l i n o i s  S t a t e
U n i v e r s i t y  a n t h r o p o l o g y  p r o f e s s o r  w h o
h a s  s t u d i e d  c o a s t a l  c o m m u n i t i e s
i n c l u d i n g  M i j i k e n d a ,  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e
l a c k  o f  “ v i g a n g o ” ;  i t  i s  o f t e n  a s s o c i a t e d
w i t h  m i s f o r t u n e s  s u c h  a s  d i s e a s e ,
d r o u g h t  a n d  c r o p  f a i l u r e s .  " W e  j u s t  d o n ' t
h a v e  t h e  r i g h t  t o  o w n  t h e m , "  s a i d  D r .
M o r g a n ,  s t a t i n g  t h a t  " t h e s e  s t a t u e s
e m b o d y  t h e  s p i r i t  t h a t  s h o u l d  l i v e  i t s
r i g h t f u l  o w n e r s . "  

P S  –  a s  t h i s  i s s u e  w a s  b e i n g  p r e p a r e d  t h e
f o l l o w i n g  t w e e t  ( w h a t  i s  a  t w e e t  c a l l e d
n o w  T w i t t e r  i s  X ?  –  I  s e e  “ a  p o s t ” )  w a s
p o s t e d :

https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/rekindled-hope-85-sacred-vigango-return-home
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J a n  K n a p p e r t  r e t e l l s  t h e
c r e a t i o n ,  p r o p h e t s ,  m y s t e r i o u s
d e s t i n i e s ,  s t o r i e s  o f  w i t  a n d
w i s d o m ,  s p i r i t s  a n d  s o r c e r e r s
a m o n g  o t h e r s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e
S w a h i l i  p e o p l e .

K E S  2 0 0 0 / -

N E W  B O O K S  

S o n g  o f  L a w i n o  i s  a n  e p i c
p o e m  b y  U g a n d a n  O k o t
p ’ B i t e k .  I t  i s  a n  A f r i c a n
w o m a n ’ s  l a m e n t a t i o n  o v e r
t h e  c u l t u r a l  d e a t h  o f  h e r
w e s t e r n  e d u c a t e d  h u s b a n d .

K E S  1 5 0 0 / -

H E R E  I S  J U S T  A  S E L E C T I O N  O F  W H A T  Y O U  W I L L  F I N D  I N  T H E
S H O P .

O r a l  L i t e r a t u r e  o f  t h e
M a a s a i  o f f e r s  a n  e x t e n s i v e
c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t y p e s  o f  o r a l
l i t e r a t u r e :  o r a l  n a r r a t i v e s ,
r i d d l e s ,  p r o v e r b s  a n d  a
v a r i e t y  o f  s o n g s  f o r
d i f f e r e n t  o c c a s i o n s .

K E S  1 5 0 0 / -

T h i s  c h i l d r e n ’ s  a n d
a d u l t  b o o k  b r e a k s  a w a y
f r o m  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n a l
w e s t e r n  p o e t i c  f o r m .
T h r o u g h  v a r i e d
r h y t h m s ,  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c
w i t ,  s h a r p  s a t i r e  a n d
o c c a s i o n a l  h u m o r ,
M i c e r e  M u g o  m a n a g e s
t o  e x p r e s s ,  w i t h
e m o t i v e  p e r s u a s i o n ,
t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l
d i m e n s i o n s  o f  h u m a n
e x i s t e n c e .          

K E S  1 2 0 0 / -

B y  Y u v a l  N o a h  H a r a r i
i s  a n  a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l
m a s t e r p i e c e  o n  h o w
h u m a n i t y  c a m e  t o  b e .
Y o u  w i l l  l e a r n  h o w  w e
w e n t  f r o m  r u n n i n g  o n
S a v a n n a h s  t o  d r i v i n g
c a r s ,  h o w  w e
( p r o b a b l y )  f o r m e d
r e l i g i o n s ,  “ d e f e a t e d ”
s i x  o t h e r  s p e c i e s  o f
h u m a n s  a n d  w h y
g o s s i p  i s  s o  i m p o r t a n t
t o  u s ,  i n  a  f u n n y  w a y
w i t h  p l e n t y  o f  j o k e s
a n d  p u n s !

K E S  1 5 0 0 / -

From the KMS Shop at the Nairobi
National Museum
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G U I D E  B O O K S

B Y  C H R I S  S T U A R T  A N D
T I L D E  S T U A R T

A  F I E L D  G U I D E  T O  T H E
T R A C K S  A N D  S I G N S  O F
S O U T H E R N  A N D  E A S T

A F R I C A N  W I L D L I F E

K E S  4 8 0 0 / -

J O N A T H A N  A N D  A N G E L A
S C O T T ’ S  S A F A R I  G U I D E  T O

E A S T  A F R I C A N  A N I M A L S
K E S  5 4 0 0 / -

W I L D  M O M S  P H O T O B O O K
B Y  M A R T H A  M U T I S O

K E S  3 0 0 0 / -

P
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A N I M A L  P H O T O G R A P H Y
P R I N T E D  O N  C A N V A S

K E S  5 0 0 0 / -

P H O T O  B O O K S ,  P R I N T S  &  C H I L D R E N ’ S  B O O K S

H E R E  I S  J U S T  A  S E L E C T I O N  O F  W H A T  Y O U  W I L L  F I N D  I N  T H E
S H O P .

T H E  K I N G D O N  P O C K E T
G U I D E  T O  A F R I C A N

M A M M A L S  B Y  J O N A T H A N
K I N G D O N

K E S  4 1 0 0 / -

B Y  K I M  H O W E L L ,  M I C H E L E
M E N E G O N  A N D  S T E V E

S P A W L S

F I E L D  G U I D E  T O  E A S T
A F R I C A N  R E P T I L E S

K E S  7 5 0 0 / -

S T E P H E N  S P A W L S ,  K I M  H O W E L L
A N D  R O B E R T  C  D R E W E S

P O C K E T  G U I D E  T O  T H E  R E P T I L E S
A N D  A M P H I B I A N S  O F  E A S T  A F R I C A

K E S  3 7 5 0 / -

B Y  D I N O  J .  M A R T I N S

Y O U  C A N  B E  A N  E N T O M O L O G I S T :
I N V E S T I G A T I N G  I N S E C T S

K E S  2 3 5 0 / -

From the KMS Shop at the Nairobi
National Museum
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M e n t h e  d u  M a r o c  ( M i n t )  -  K E S  1 5 0 0 / -

M U T H A I G A  T E A  C O M P A N Y  L O O S E  L E A F  T E A S
K E S  9 5 0 / -

S w a h i l i  O o l o n g  T e a  -  K E S  1 3 0 0 / -

T E A

H E R E  I S  J U S T  A  S E L E C T I O N  O F  W H A T  Y O U  W I L L  F I N D  I N  T H E
S H O P .

From the KMS Shop at the Nairobi
National Museum

R E M E M B E R :  Y O U  C A N  G O  I N T O  T H E  S H O P  W I T H O U T  P A Y I N G  O R  S I G N I N G  I N  T O
T H E  M U S E U M .

P a y m e n t :  M p e s a  P a y b i l l  n o :  4 0 0 8 0 0 ,  A / C  n o :  6 5 7  1 5 7  0 0 1 9

P l a c e  y o u r  o r d e r s  n o w ! !  D e l i v e r i e s  c a n  b e  m a d e  a t  a  s m a l l  r i d e r  f e e .
W h a t s a p p / c a l l  0 7 1 3  3 5 4  9 2 6  o r  e m a i l  i n f o @ k e n y a m u s e u m s o c i e t y . o r g

mailto:info@kenyamuseumsociety.org
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J e e t  f r o z e  a n d  K i s h a n  b e g a n  b a w l i n g .  J e e t
t r i e d  t o  l o o k  f o r  h i s  a u n t ,  b u t  h e  c o u l d n ’ t  s e e
h e r  a n y w h e r e .  T h e  o n l y  t h i n g  h e  c o u l d  t h i n k
t o  d o  w a s  t o  c o v e r  h i s  b r o t h e r ’ s  m o u t h ,
h o p i n g  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  r e m a i n  i n v i s i b l e  a m o n g
t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  t h a t  h a d  e n s u e d .  A  m a n
h o l d i n g  a  r e d - s t r e a k e d  s w o r d  l o c k e d  e y e s
w i t h  J e e t  a n d  b e g a n  m a k i n g  h i s  w a y  t o w a r d s
h i m .  

J e e t  K h a n n a ,  m y  m a t e r n a l  g r a n d f a t h e r ,  w a s
b o r n  i n  L a h o r e  o n  2 6  J u l y  1 9 3 7 .   A l t h o u g h  h e
n e v e r  v i s i t e d  K e n y a ,  h i s  d a u g h t e r -  m y
m o t h e r -  g o t  m a r r i e d  i n t o  a  f a m i l y  t h a t  h a d
b e e n  h e r e  f o r  g e n e r a t i o n s .  
W h e n  n e w s  o f  t h e  p a r t i t i o n  o f  t h e  I n d i a n
s u b c o n t i n e n t  f r o m  t h e  B r i t i s h  b e g a n  t o  s p r e a d
i n  1 9 4 7 ,  h i s  w i d o w e d  m o t h e r  s e n t  J e e t  a n d  h i s
t h r e e - y e a r - o l d  b r o t h e r ,  K i s h a n ,  t o  h e r  s i s t e r ’ s
h o u s e  i n  a  s m a l l  t o w n  c a l l e d  P a k p a t t a n .  T h e y
s t a y e d  t h e r e  f o r  a  c o u p l e  o f  m o n t h s ,  b u t  w h e n
t h e  b o r d e r  w a s  d r a w n  a n d  P a k p a t t a n  f e l l  o n
t h e  w r o n g  s i d e ,  t h e y  b e g a n  t h e i r  j o u r n e y  a w a y
f r o m  t h e i r  c h i l d h o o d .
H i s  a u n t ’ s  f a m i l y  d e c i d e d  t h a t  D e l h i  w a s  t h e
s a f e s t  p l a c e  t o  b e  a n d  e m b a r k e d  o n  t h e
j o u r n e y  w i t h  J e e t  &  K i s h a n .  J e e t  l o o k e d
f o r w a r d  t o  t r a i n  j o u r n e y s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e
d e l i c i o u s  s n a c k s  t h a t  h e  w o u l d  g e t  w h e n  t h e
t r a i n  w o u l d  s t o p .  S o ,  w h e n  t h e  t r a i n  s t o p p e d
j u s t  b e f o r e  t h e  K a s u r  R a i l w a y  S t a t i o n ,  h e  w a s
d i s a p p o i n t e d  w h e n  h e  l o o k e d  o u t  t h e  w i n d o w
a n d  c o u l d n ’ t  s e e  t h e  p l a t f o r m  o r  a n y  v e n d o r s .
A l l  h e  s a w  w a s  t h e  g r e y  s k y  p o u r i n g .  S u d d e n l y
e v e r y o n e  b e g a n  s c r e a m i n g  a n d  t r y i n g  t o  r u n
o u t .  H i s  a u n t  t o l d  h i m  t o  r u n ,  b u t  h e  c o u l d
n o t  m o v e .  H e  h a d  s e e n  w h a t  h a d  t r i g g e r e d  t h e
c o m m o t i o n -  a  m o b  o f  m e n  w i t h  s w o r d s  a s  l o n g
a s  t h e i r  a r m s  h a d  e n t e r e d  t h e  t r a i n .  T h e  s h i n e
o f  t h e  m e t a l  w a s  c o v e r e d  b y  b l o o d ,  a n d  h e  s a w
h e a d s  r o l l  o f f  n e c k s .

A N  A R T I C L E  B Y  A  K M S  M E M B E R  

From Lahore to Delhi

T h e  t o w n  J e e t  f o u n d  h i m s e l f  i n  w a s ,
c o i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  w h e r e  h i s  m o t h e r ’ s  b r o t h e r
l i v e d .  W h e n  J e e t  s h o w e d  u p  a t  h i s  u n c l e ’ s
d o o r s t e p ,  h i s  a u n t  w a s  a u d i b l y  u p s e t  t o  h a v e
t o  c a t e r  f o r  t w o  m o r e  m o u t h s .  

H e  c r o u c h e d  d o w n  s o  h i s  e y e s  w e r e  a t  l e v e l
w i t h  J e e t ’ s .  H e  t o o k  J e e t ’ s  h a n d  a n d  c a r r i e d
K i s h a n  o n  h i s  s h o u l d e r s ,  t a k i n g  t h e m  o u t s i d e
t h e  t r a i n .
J e e t  c o u l d  n o t  k e e p  h i s  e y e s  o f f  t h e  m o u n d  o f
d e a d  b o d i e s  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  h e a d i n g  t o w a r d s .
T h e  m a n  p l a c e d  t h e m  o n  t o p  o f  t h e  m o u n d  a n d
t o l d  t h e m  n o t  t o  m o v e ,  r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  t r a i n .
T h e  s t e n c h  o f  d e c a y  f i l l e d  J e e t ’ s  l u n g s .  H e
l o o k e d  a r o u n d  a t  t h e  w e t  e a r t h ,  l i t t e r e d  w i t h
b o d i e s  w h o s e  b e l l i e s  w e r e  p r e g n a n t  w i t h
d e a t h .  C r o w s ,  v u l t u r e s ,  a n d  d o g s  s c a v e n g e d
o n  t h e  m e n ,  w o m e n ,  a n d  c h i l d r e n  w h o  l a y
a r o u n d  a n d  b e l o w  h i m .  H e  m o v e d  K i s h a n
c l o s e r  a n d  w o n d e r e d  w h e r e  h i s  a u n t  w a s .
W h a t  s e e m e d  l i k e  a n  e t e r n i t y  l a t e r ,  t h e  m a n
c a m e  o u t  o f  t h e  t r a i n  a n d  s i l e n t l y  w a l k e d  w i t h
J e e t  a n d  K i s h a n  i n t o  t h e  n e x t  v i l l a g e ,  h a n d i n g
t h e m  s o m e  d r y  c h i c k p e a s  a n d  l e a v i n g  w i t h o u t
s a y i n g  a n y t h i n g .  W h a t  a  s t r a n g e  t h i n g  f o r  t h e
m a n  t o  d o .  W e  d o n ’ t  k n o w  w h y  h e  s a v e d  t h e s e
t w o  b o y s  y e t  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  s l a u g h t e r  o f
h u n d r e d s .  I f  h e  h a d n ’ t ,  I  w o u l d n ’ t  b e  a l i v e .  

J E E T  K H A N N A  A G E D
A P P R O X .  1 9  Y E A R S
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S t e a l i n g  w a s  n o t  a n  o p t i o n .  H e  h e a r d
e c h o e s  o f  h i s  g r a n d m o t h e r ’ s  v o i c e  r e a c h i n g
t o  h i m  a c r o s s  t i m e ,  “ W h a t e v e r  h a p p e n s  i n
y o u r  l i f e ,  y o u  m u s t  n e v e r  s t e a l . ”  S o ,  h e  d i d
n o t .

L a t e r  t h a t  n i g h t ,  t h e  s m e l l  o f  c h a p a t i  b e i n g
f r i e d  i n  g h e e  m a d e  J e e t ’ s  s t o m a c h  r u m b l e .
H e  h a d  n o t  e a t e n  t h e  w h o l e  d a y .  T h e
c h i c k p e a s  t h a t  t h e  m a n  w i t h  t h e  s w o r d  h a d
g i v e n  h i m  r e m a i n e d  i n  h i s  p o c k e t .  W h e n
b o t h  b o y s  w e n t  a n d  s a t  n e a r  t h e i r  c o u s i n s ,
t h e y  w a t c h e d  a s  t h e i r  a u n t  w o u l d  p u t  h o t
c h a p a t i s  i n  t h e  p l a t e s  o f  h e r  c h i l d r e n  a n d
d r i z z l e  e x t r a  g h e e  o n  t o p .  T h e y  w a t c h e d ,
p a t i e n t l y ,  s i l e n t l y  w a i t i n g  t h e i r  t u r n .
A f t e r  h i s  c o u s i n s  h a d  e a t e n ,  h i s  a u n t  t o o k
t h e  h o t  t a w a  o f f  t h e  f i r e  a n d  s t o o d  u p .  S h e
p u t  a  c l o t h  w i t h  d r y  r o t i s  w r a p p e d  i n s i d e  i n
f r o n t  o f  J e e t  a n d  l e f t .  W h e n  J e e t  t o o k  a  b i t e
o f  t h e  r o t i  t h a t  h a d  b e g u n  t o  d e c a y ,  h i s
s t o m a c h  c h u r n e d .  H e  r e m e m b e r e d  t h e
s t e n c h  o f  t h e  d e a d  b o d i e s .  H e  p u t  t h e m
a w a y ,  w e n t  i n s i d e ,  a n d  g o t  t h e  c h i c k p e a s
o u t  o f  h i s  p o c k e t .
T h e  n e x t  m o r n i n g ,  t h e  s a m e  r o u s i n g  s m e l l
o f  g h e e - s l a t h e r e d  c h a p a t i s  w a f t e d  i n  t h e
a i r .  A f t e r  w a t c h i n g  h i s  c o u s i n s  e a t ,  t h e
s a m e  b u n c h  o f  s t a l e  r o t i s  t h a t  h e  p u t  a s i d e
t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e  w e r e  t h r o w n  h i s  w a y .
W h e n  h e  b r o k e  i n t o  t h e  r o t i ,  h e  l o o k e d  a t
t h e  s i n e w y  s t r i n g s  t h a t  p r e s e n t e d
t h e m s e l v e s ,  a n d  h e  t h r e w  i t  b a c k  a t  h i s
a u n t .
W i t h o u t  a  w o r d ,  h e  t o o k  K i s h a n  o u t  o f  t h e
h o u s e  a n d  b e g a n  h i s  t r e k  t o  D e l h i .
S u s t a i n e d  b y  t h e  k i n d n e s s  o f  s t r a n g e r s ,
e v e n t u a l l y  J e e t  f o u n d  h i m s e l f  i n  D e l h i .  H e
h a d  t o  f a c e  t h e  h a r s h  r e a l i t y  o f  t h e  r e f u g e e
c a m p  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  i n ,  t o  f i n d  a  w a y  t o  g e t
f o o d  f o r  h i m s e l f  a n d  K i s h a n .  

A N  A R T I C L E  B Y  A  K M S  M E M B E R  
From Lahore to Delhi

I  h a v e  r e a d  m u l t i p l e  s t o r i e s  a b o u t  t h e
P a r t i t i o n  e a c h  m o r e  g r u e s o m e  t h a n  t h e  o n e
b e f o r e ,  b u t  w h a t  h a s  r e m a i n e d  i s  t h e
p e r s p e c t i v e  t h a t  s u r v i v o r s  a r e  l e f t  w i t h -  i t ’ s
a l w a y s  t h e  s i m p l e  t h i n g s  i n  l i f e  t h a t  m a t t e r .
F o r  m y  g r a n d f a t h e r ,  i f  y o u  a r e  a b l e  t o  h a v e
a  h o t ,  f r e s h  m e a l -  y o u  h a v e  e v e r y t h i n g  i n
l i f e .  

H e  c l e a n e d  g l a s s  b o t t l e s  w i t h  a c i d  f o r  a b o u t
a  y e a r  a n d  t h e  m a r k s  r e m a i n e d  o n  h i s  h a n d s
f o r  t h e  r e s t  o f  h i s  l i f e .  H e  d i d  n o t  e n j o y  i t
m u c h ,  b u t  i t  w a s  h o n e s t  w o r k .  
A  y e a r  l a t e r ,  h e  w a s  r e u n i t e d  w i t h  h i s
m o t h e r  a g a i n s t  a l l  o d d s .  B u t  h e  r e f u s e d  t o
l i v e  w i t h  h e r  b e c a u s e  s h e  h a d  r e m a r r i e d
a n d  e x p e c t e d  h i m  t o  a c k n o w l e d g e  h i s
s t e p f a t h e r  w h i c h  J e e t  t h o u g h t  w a s  a n  i n s u l t
t o  t h e  m e m o r y  o f  h i s  f a t h e r .  H e  l e t  h i s
b r o t h e r  g o  w i t h  t h e i r  m u m  b u t  c o n t i n u e d  t o
w o r k  o d d  j o b s  t o  s u s t a i n  h i m s e l f .  
O n e  d a y ,  J e e t ’ s  f r i e n d  t o o k  h i m  t o  a
p r i n t i n g  p r e s s  t h a t  w a s  l o o k i n g  f o r  b o y s  t o
d e l i v e r  n e w s p a p e r s  a r o u n d  t o w n .  O n c e
t h e r e ,  t h e  o w n e r  o f  t h e  p r e s s  r e c o g n i s e d
t h e  L a h o r i  t w a n g  i n  J e e t ’ s  v o i c e  a n d
e n q u i r e d  a b o u t  h i s  f a m i l y .  T h e  m a n  w a s  a
f r i e n d  o f  J e e t ’ s  l a t e  f a t h e r  a n d  a g r e e d  t o
g i v e  h i m  a  j o b .  J e e t  r e q u e s t e d  h i s  n e w  b o s s
t o  a l s o  l e t  h i m  s t a y  i n  t h e  p r i n t i n g  p r e s s
a n d  p r o m i s e d  t h a t  h e  w o u l d  k e e p  t h e  p l a c e
c l e a n  a n d  l e a r n  h o w  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e
m a c h i n e s .  T h i s  w a s  t h e  o n l y  w a y  h e  c o u l d
s t a y  a w a y  f r o m  h i s  m o t h e r  a n d  h e r  n e w
f a m i l y .  T h e  o w n e r  a g r e e d .
J e e t  w o r k e d  h i s  w a y  t o  s u c c e s s  a n d  w a s
f i n a l l y  a b l e  t o  h a v e  a  s t a b l e  l i f e  w h e r e  h e
p r o v i d e d  f o r  h i s  f a m i l y  w i t h  l o v e  a n d
d e d i c a t i o n .  W h e n  I  w o u l d  v i s i t  I n d i a  d u r i n g
s c h o o l  h o l i d a y s ,  h e  w o u l d  s p e n d  h o u r s
n a r r a t i n g  h i s  l i f e  a n d  t a l k i n g  t o  m e  a b o u t
h o w  m u c h  h e  m i s s e d  L a h o r e .  F o o d  b e c a m e  a
r i t u a l  f o r  h i m ,  s o m e t h i n g  h e  w a s  i m m e n s e l y
g r a t e f u l  f o r  a n d  n e v e r  t o o k  f o r  g r a n t e d .  
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T h a t  p e r h a p s  h a l f  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  M u s e u m ’ s  m a m m o t h  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  s o m e  8  m i l l i o n  o b j e c t s
w a s  n e v e r  f u l l y  c a t a l o g u e d  h a s  b e c o m e  a  m a t t e r  o f  k e e n  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t .  I n c o m p l e t e  o r
o u t - o f - d a t e  r e c o r d s  i s  a n  i s s u e  t h a t  a f f e c t s  m a n y  m a j o r  m u s e u m s  w o r l d w i d e .  T o  t a k e
j u s t  o n e  o t h e r  e x a m p l e ,  G e r m a n y ’ s  E t h n o l o g i c a l  M u s e u m  i n  B e r l i n ,  h o u s e d  a t  t h e
H u m b o l d t  F o r u m ,  a d m i t s  t h a t  “ o n l y  a  s m a l l  n u m b e r ”  o f  t h e  7 5 , 0 0 0  i t e m s  i n  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n
s t e m m i n g  f r o m  A f r i c a  “ i s  w e l l  d o c u m e n t e d . ”  J e o p a r d i s i n g  n o t  o n l y  t h e  s a f e t y  o f  t h e i r
c o l l e c t i o n s  b u t  a l s o  t h e  p u b l i c ’ s  r i g h t  t o  a c c e s s  i t s  c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e  a n d  t h e  a b i l i t y  o f
o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  t o  m a k e  r e p a t r i a t i o n  c l a i m s .

A  t h e f t  o f  o v e r  1 , 5 0 0  o b j e c t s  a t  t h e  B r i t i s h  M u s e u m  h a s  s p a r k e d  a  d e b a t e  a b o u t  t h e
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  m u s e u m s  h a v e  t o w a r d s  t h e i r  c o l l e c t i o n s .
G r e e c e ’ s  c u l t u r e  m i n i s t e r  L i n a  M e n d o n i  w r o t e  a  b l i s t e r i n g  c o m m e n t a r y  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o
t h e  o n g o i n g  s c a n d a l  a t  t h e  B r i t i s h  M u s e u m ,  w h e r e  i t  h a s  c o m e  t o  l i g h t  t h a t  m o r e
t h a n 1 , 5 0 0  i t e m s  f r o m  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  w e r e  s t o l e n  b y  a  s t a f f  m e m b e r .  “ T h e  t h e f t s  b y  t h e
r e s p o n s i b l e  c u r a t o r ,  b u t  a l s o  t h e  p r o u d  s i l e n c e  o f  t h e  l e a d e r s  w h o  n e i t h e r  t a k e  c a r e  o f
t h e i r  c o l l e c t i o n s  n o r  i m p l e m e n t  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  s e c u r i t y  m e a s u r e s ,  p r o v e s  t h a t  t h e
‘ h o s p i t a l i t y ’  p r o v i d e d  t o  t h e  P a r t h e n o n  m a r b l e s  a t  t h e  B r i t i s h  M u s e u m  h a s  a l w a y s  b e e n
f l a w e d ,  i n c o m p l e t e ,  a n d  p r o b l e m a t i c , ”  s h e  s t a t e d  i n  a n  o p i n i o n  p i e c e  f o r  T a  N e a .  

A  W E A K  C A T A L O G U I N G  S Y S T E M  M A D E  I T  E A S Y  T O  S T E A L  F R O M  T H E
B R I T I S H  M U S E U M .  I N S T I T U T I O N S  A R O U N D  T H E  G L O B E  A R E  R E C K O N I N G

W I T H  T H E  S A M E  V U L N E R A B I L I T I E S
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P O S T E D  O N  A R T N E T  O N  7 T H  S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 3  

B E N I N  B R O N Z E S  O N  D I S P L A Y  A T  T H E  B R I T I S H
M U S E U M

( P H O T O  B Y  S O N  O F  G R O U C H O  O N  F L I C K R )

https://www.tanea.gr/print/2023/08/29/opinions/praksi-dikaiosyniscri-epanenosi-ton-glypton-crtou-parthenona-stin-athina/
https://news.artnet.com/art-world/museums
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W i l l i a m  C a r r u t h e r s ,  a  l e c t u r e r  i n  H e r i t a g e  S t u d i e s  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  E s s e x ,  f e a r s  a
m i s s e d  o p p o r t u n i t y  i n  t h e  c r i s i s  w h e r e  m u s e u m s  f o c u s  o n  s e c u r i t y  a l o n e ,  i n s t e a d  o f
r e p a t r i a t i o n .  “ S e c u r i t y  i s  i m p o r t a n t ,  b u t  m u s e u m s  n e e d  t o  d o  t h e  w o r k  t o  u n d e r s t a n d
t h e  m u l t i p l e  h i s t o r i e s  o f  t h e s e  o b j e c t s ,  w h e r e  t h e y  c a m e  f r o m ,  h o w  t h e y  h o l d  m e a n i n g
f o r  t h e  p e o p l e  f r o m  w h o m  t h e y  w e r e  o f t e n  t a k e n ,  a n d  w h o  s h o u l d  d e c i d e  w h a t  n o w
h a p p e n s  t o  t h e m , ”  h e  s a i d .  “ W h e t h e r  t h e  v e r y  l i m i t e d  r e s o u r c e s  a v a i l a b l e  a r e  s e n t  i n
t h a t  d i r e c t i o n  i s  a n o t h e r  m a t t e r . ”

O n  t h e  s o c i a l  m e d i a  p l a t f o r m  X ,  t h e  a r t  t h e f t  e x p e r t  a n d  a u t h o r  A n t h o n y  A m o r e
e s t i m a t e d  t h a t ,  p r a c t i c a l l y  s p e a k i n g ,  e v e n  b o u n t i f u l  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  t h e  b e s t  o f  i n t e n t i o n s
m a y  n o t  b e  e n o u g h  w h e n  i t  c o m e s  t o  d i l i g e n t  c a t a l o g u i n g .   
“ I f  i t  t a k e s  j u s t  o n e  h o u r  t o  i d e n t i f y ,  h a n d l e ,  p h o t o g r a p h ,  a n d  d i g i t i z e  a  c o l l e c t i o n  p i e c e
f o r  c a t a l o g u i n g ,  a n d  y o u  h a v e  8  m i l l i o n  p i e c e s ,  i t  w o u l d  t a k e  a  t e a m  o f  f o u r  6 8 5  y e a r s  t o
c o m p l e t e  t h e  c a t a l o g u e  i f  t h e y  w o r k  n o n - s t o p ,  e i g h t  h o u r s  a  d a y s ,  s e v e n  d a y s  p e r  w e e k , ”
h e  w r o t e .

A  W E A K  C A T A L O G U I N G  S Y S T E M  M A D E  I T  E A S Y  T O  S T E A L  F R O M  T H E
B R I T I S H  M U S E U M .  I N S T I T U T I O N S  A R O U N D  T H E  G L O B E  A R E  R E C K O N I N G
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H A L F - M I L L I O N - Y E A R - O L D  W O O D E N  S T R U C T U R E  U N E A R T H E D  I N  Z A M B I A
B Y  V I C T O R I A  G I L L  F O R  T H E  B B C

T h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  a n c i e n t  w o o d e n  l o g s  i n  t h e  b a n k s  o f  a
r i v e r  i n  Z a m b i a  h a s  c h a n g e d  a r c h a e o l o g i s t s '
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  a n c i e n t  h u m a n  l i f e .  
R e s e a r c h e r s  f o u n d  e v i d e n c e  t h e  w o o d  h a d  b e e n  u s e d  t o
b u i l d  a  s t r u c t u r e  a l m o s t  h a l f  a  m i l l i o n  y e a r s  a g o .  
T h e  f i n d i n g s ,  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  j o u r n a l  N a t u r e ,  s u g g e s t
s t o n e - a g e  p e o p l e  b u i l t  w h a t  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  s h e l t e r s .
" T h i s  f i n d  h a s  c h a n g e d  h o w  I  t h i n k  a b o u t  o u r  e a r l y
a n c e s t o r s , "  a r c h a e o l o g i s t  P r o f  L a r r y  B a r h a m  s a i d .
T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  L i v e r p o o l  s c i e n t i s t  l e a d s  t h e  D e e p
R o o t s  o f  H u m a n i t y  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t ,  w h i c h  e x c a v a t e d
a n d  a n a l y s e d  t h e  a n c i e n t  t i m b e r .  
T h e  d i s c o v e r y  c o u l d  t r a n s f o r m  t h e  c u r r e n t  b e l i e f
a n c i e n t  h u m a n s  l e d  s i m p l e ,  n o m a d i c  l i v e s .  “ T h e y  m a d e
s o m e t h i n g  n e w ,  a n d  l a r g e ,  f r o m  w o o d , "  P r o f  B a r h a m
s a i d .
" T h e y  u s e d  t h e i r  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  i m a g i n a t i o n  a n d  s k i l l s  t o
c r e a t e  s o m e t h i n g  t h e y ' d  n e v e r  s e e n  b e f o r e ,  s o m e t h i n g
t h a t  h a d  n e v e r  p r e v i o u s l y  e x i s t e d . "

M E M B E R S  O F  T H E  E X P E D I T I O N
T E A M  N E A R  O N E  O F  T H E  L O G S .

( P H O T O  B Y  G E O F F  D U L L E R  -
P O S T E D  O N  B B C . C O M )  

https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-66846772
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A  C L O S E  U P  O F  P A R T  O F  T H E
L O G S  P R E S E R V E D  B Y  R I V E R B E D

S E D I M E N T S
( P H O T O  B Y  L A R R Y  B A R H A M

P O S T E D  O N  B B C . C O M )

The World of Museums
H A L F - M I L L I O N - Y E A R - O L D  W O O D E N  S T R U C T U R E  U N E A R T H E D  I N  Z A M B I A

B Y  V I C T O R I A  G I L L  F O R  T H E  B B C

[ W ] h a t  e x c i t e d  t h e m  m o s t  w e r e  t w o  p i e c e s  o f
w o o d  f o u n d  a t  r i g h t  a n g l e s  t o  e a c h  o t h e r .  
" O n e  i s  l y i n g  o v e r  t h e  o t h e r  a n d  b o t h  p i e c e s
o f  w o o d  h a v e  n o t c h e s  c u t  i n t o  t h e m , "  s a i d
G e o f f  D u l l e r ,  p r o f e s s o r  o f  g e o g r a p h y  a t  t h e
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A b e r y s t w y t h  a n d  a  m e m b e r  o f
t h e  t e a m .
" Y o u  c a n  c l e a r l y  s e e  t h o s e  n o t c h e s  h a v e  b e e n
c u t  b y  s t o n e  t o o l s .  " I t  m a k e s  t h e  t w o  l o g s  f i t
t o g e t h e r  t o  b e c o m e  s t r u c t u r a l  o b j e c t s . " …
T h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  t w o  l o g s ,  t h e  s m a l l e r  o f
w h i c h  i s  a b o u t  1 . 5 m  ( 5 f t ) ,  s u g g e s t s  w h o e v e r
f i t t e d  t h e m  t o g e t h e r  w a s  b u i l d i n g  s o m e t h i n g
s u b s t a n t i a l .
U n l i k e l y  t o  h a v e  b e e n  a  h u t  o r  p e r m a n e n t
d w e l l i n g ,  i t  c o u l d  h a v e  f o r m e d  p a r t  o f  a
p l a t f o r m  f o r  a  s h e l t e r ,  t h e  t e a m  s a y s .
F u r t h e r  a n a l y s i s  c o n f i r m e d  t h e  l o g s  w e r e
a b o u t  4 7 6 , 0 0 0  y e a r s  o l d .  I t  i s  a l s o  u n c l e a r
w h a t  s p e c i e s  o f  a n c i e n t  h u m a n  -  o r  h o m i n i d
-  b u i l t  i t .  N o  b o n e s  h a v e  b e e n  f o u n d  a t  t h i s
s i t e  s o  f a r .
A n d  t h e  t i m b e r  i s  m u c h  o l d e r  t h a n  t h e
e a r l i e s t  m o d e r n  h u m a n  -  o r  H o m o  s a p i e n s  -
f o s s i l s ,  w h i c h  a r e  a b o u t  3 1 5 , 0 0 0  y e a r s  o l d .
" W e  d o n ' t  k n o w  -  i t  c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  H o m o
s a p i e n s  a n d  w e  j u s t  h a v e n ' t  d i s c o v e r e d
f o s s i l s  f r o m  t h a t  a g e  y e t , "  P r o f  D u l l e r  s a i d .
" B u t  i t  c o u l d  b e  a  d i f f e r e n t  s p e c i e s  -
[ p e r h a p s ]  H o m o  e r e c t u s  o r  H o m o  n a l e d i  -
t h e r e  w e r e  a  n u m b e r  o f  h o m i n i d  s p e c i e s
a r o u n d  a t  t h a t  t i m e  i n  s o u t h e r n  A f r i c a . "
T r a n s p o r t e d  t o  t h e  U K  f o r  a n a l y s i s  a n d
p r e s e r v a t i o n ,  t h e  w o o d e n  a r t e f a c t s  a r e  b e i n g
s t o r e d  i n  t a n k s  t h a t  m i m i c  t h e  w a t e r l o g g i n g
t h a t  p r e s e r v e d  t h e m  s o  b e a u t i f u l l y  f o r  t h e
l a s t  h a l f - m i l l i o n  y e a r s .  B u t  t h e y  w i l l  s o o n
r e t u r n  t o  Z a m b i a  t o  b e  d i s p l a y e d .

https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-66846772
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T H E  T A R K H A N  D R E S S ,
C O U R T E S Y  O F  T H E  P E T R I E

M U S E U M ,  U C L  ( U C 2 8 6 1 4 B 1 ) .

The World of Museums
C O N F I R M A T I O N  O F  T H E  W O R L D ’ S  O L D E S T  W O V E N  G A R M E N T :  T H E

T A R K H A N  D R E S S  

A L I C E  S T E V E N S O N  &  M I C H A E L  W .  D E E  -  F O R  A N T I Q U I T Y  

D u e  t o  i t s  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  a  F i r s t  D y n a s t y  t o m b ,  … ,
t h e  T a r k h a n  D r e s s  ( a s  i t  b e c a m e  k n o w n )  h a s  b e e n
c l a i m e d  t o  b e  E g y p t ’ s  o l d e s t  g a r m e n t  a n d  t h e  o l d e s t
e x t a n t  w o v e n  g a r m e n t  i n  t h e  w o r l d .  I n  t h e  a b s e n c e
o f  a  s e c u r e  c o n t e x t ,  h o w e v e r ,  i t s  d a t e  h a s  b e e n
c o n t e n t i o u s .  I n  2 0 1 5 ,  a  s a m p l e  ( w e i g h i n g  j u s t
2 . 2 4 m g )  f r o m  t h e  d r e s s  i t s e l f  w a s  a n a l y s e d  b y  t h e
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  O x f o r d ’ s  r a d i o c a r b o n  u n i t .  T h e  r e s u l t s
r e p o r t e d  h e r e  n o t  o n l y  c o n f i r m  t h e  g a r m e n t ’ s
a n t i q u i t y ,  b u t  a l s o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  i t  m i g h t  p r e - d a t e
t h e  F i r s t  D y n a s t y .  

I n  1 9 1 2 – 1 9 1 3 ,  W . M .  F l i n d e r s  P e t r i e  d i r e c t e d
e x c a v a t i o n s  a t  T a r k h a n ,  a  l a t e  f o u r t h -  a n d  e a r l y
t h i r d - m i l l e n n i u m  B C  E g y p t i a n  c e m e t e r y  l o c a t e d
5 0 k m  s o u t h  o f  C a i r o .  I n  h i s  r e p o r t ,  P e t r i e  n o t e d  t h a t
t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  o n e  o f  t h e  t o m b s ,  a  l a r g e  m u d - b r i c k
n i c h e d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  F i r s t  D y n a s t y ,  “ w a s
c u r i o u s ” .  S a d l y ,  i t  h a d  b e e n  e n t i r e l y  r i f l e d .  T h i s  w a s
u n f o r t u n a t e  b e c a u s e  l y i n g  a m o n g s t  a  “ g r e a t  p i l e  o f
l i n e n  c l o t h ”  w a s  s o m e t h i n g  j u s t  a s  c u r i o u s :  a  V - n e c k
l i n e n  s h i r t  w i t h  p l e a t e d  s l e e v e s  a n d  b o d i c e  i n
r e m a r k a b l e  c o n d i t i o n .  T h e  g a r m e n t  i t s e l f  w a s  o n l y
d i s c o v e r e d  i n  1 9 7 7 ,  b e t w e e n  1 7  o t h e r  d i f f e r e n t
q u a l i t i e s  o f  t e x t i l e ,  w h e n  t h e  d i r t y  b u n d l e  w a s  s e n t
t o  t h e  V i c t o r i a  a n d  A l b e r t  M u s e u m  f o r  c o n s e r v a t i o n .  

T h e  s u r v i v a l  o f  h i g h l y  p e r i s h a b l e  t e x t i l e s  i n  t h e  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  r e c o r d  i s  e x c e p t i o n a l ;  t h e
s u r v i v a l  o f  c o m p l e t e ,  o r  a l m o s t  c o m p l e t e ,  a r t i c l e s  o f  c l o t h i n g  e v e n  m o r e  s o .  T h e  e a r l y  d a t e
o f  t h e  T a r k h a n  D r e s s ,  h o w e v e r ,  i s  u n s u r p r i s i n g .  T e x t i l e  f r a g m e n t s  m a d e  o f  f l a x  ( L i n u m
u s i t a t i s s i m u m )  a r e  k n o w n  f r o m  a t  l e a s t  E g y p t i a n  N e o l i t h i c  t i m e s ,  w h i l e  w e a v i n g  o n
h o r i z o n t a l  l o o m s  i s  e v i d e n c e d  f r o m  a t  l e a s t  t h e  e a r l y  f o u r t h  m i l l e n n i u m  B C .  I c o n o g r a p h i c
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  i n  S e c o n d  D y n a s t y  E g y p t i a n  t o m b s  a t  H e l w a n  ( i n  G r e a t e r  C a i r o )  s h o w  t h e
d e c e a s e d  w e a r i n g  s i m i l a r  t y p e s  o f  g a r m e n t s  t o  t h e  T a r k h a n  D r e s s ,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  t h e
d e p i c t i o n  o f  c l o t h i n g  w a s  b a s e d  u p o n  c o n t e m p o r a r y  f a s h i o n s  r a t h e r  t h a n  i d e a l i s e d .  T h e
d r e s s  i t s e l f  h a s  b e e n  o b s e r v e d  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  s i g n s  o f  w e a r ,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  i t  w a s  u s e d  i n
l i f e .  T h e  c o n t e x t s  o f  i t s  u s e ,  h o w e v e r ,  r e m a i n  u n c l e a r ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  a n
e l i t e  a r t i c l e .

http://antiquity.ac.uk/projgall/stevenson349
http://antiquity.ac.uk/projgall/stevenson349
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P H O T O  B Y  D A F N A  G A Z I T  O F  T H E
I S R A E L  A N T I Q U I T I E S  A U T H O R I T Y

( P O S T E D  O N  B B C . C O M )  
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T H E S E  R O M A N  S W O R D S  W E R E  H I D D E N  I N  A  D E A D  S E A  C A V E — A N D

T H E Y ’ R E  R E M A R K A B L Y  W E L L  P R E S E R V E D   

K R I S T I N  R O M E Y  S E P T E M B E R  6 ,  2 0 2 3  -  N A T I O N A L  G E O G R A P H I C

B a s e d  o n  t h e  e s t i m a t e d  d a t e s  o f  t h e  s w o r d s ,  t h e y  w e r e  l i k e l y  s e c r e t e d  a w a y  i n  t h e  c a v e  i n
t h e  J u d e a n  d e s e r t  s o m e t i m e  i n  t h e  2 n d  o r  3 r d  c e n t u r i e s ,  a  t i m e  w h e n  R o m a n  t r o o p s  w e r e
p u t t i n g  a  b l o o d y  e n d  t o  a  s e r i e s  o f  J e w i s h  u p r i s i n g s ,  a n d  t h e  e m p i r e  w a s  e n t e r i n g  a  p e r i o d
o f  p o l i t i c a l  c h a o s .

F o u r  s t u n n i n g l y  p r e s e r v e d  R o m a n - e r a  s w o r d s — p r e s e r v e d  f o r  a l m o s t  2 , 0 0 0  y e a r s  i n  t h e i r
w o o d  a n d  l e a t h e r  s c a b b a r d s — h a v e  b e e n  d i s c o v e r e d  i n  a  c a v e  n e a r  t h e  D e a d  S e a ,  t h e  I s r a e l
A n t i q u i t i e s  A u t h o r i t y  a n n o u n c e d  t o d a y .
T h e  a n c i e n t  w e a p o n s  w e r e  s e c r e t e d  b e h i n d  a  w a l l  o f  s t a l a c t i t e s  d e e p  i n s i d e  t h e  c a v e  i n  t h e
J u d e a n  D e s e r t  s o u t h e a s t  o f  J e r u s a l e m  s o m e t i m e  i n  t h e  2 n d  o r  3 r d  c e n t u r y  A . D . ,  a  p e r i o d
w h e n  t h e  r e g i o n  w a s  b o t h  a  b a t t l e f i e l d  f o r  R o m a n  t r o o p s  a n d  a  r e f u g e  f o r  J e w i s h  r e b e l s .
A r t i f a c t s  m a d e  o f  m e t a l  o r  o r g a n i c  m a t e r i a l s  l i k e  w o o d  a n d  l e a t h e r  r a r e l y  s u r v i v e  c e n t u r i e s
— m u c h  l e s s  m i l l e n n i a — o f  e x p o s u r e  t o  t h e  e l e m e n t s .  B u t  t h e  u n i q u e  m i c r o c l i m a t e  o f  w h a t  i s
n o w  k n o w n  a s  t h e  C a v e  o f  S w o r d s  h a s  p r e s e r v e d  t h e  i r o n  b l a d e s  i n t a c t  w i t h  t h e i r  s h e a t h s ,
g u a r d s ,  a n d  h a n d l e s .
R e s e a r c h e r s  f r o m  A r i e l  U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  H e b r e w  U n i v e r s i t y  h a d  v i s i t e d  a  c a v e  t o  d o c u m e n t
a n  a n c i e n t  i n s c r i p t i o n  w r i t t e n  o n  a  s t a l a c t i t e  w h e n  t h e y  s p o t t e d  t h e  i r o n  p o i n t  o f  a  p i l u m —
a  R o m a n  j a v e l i n — w e d g e d  a m o n g  t h e  r o c k s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  p i e c e s  o f  w o r k e d  w o o d .  T h e y  r e p o r t e d
t h e  d i s c o v e r y  t o  t h e  I s r a e l  A n t i q u i t i e s  A u t h o r i t y  ( I A A )  J u d e a n  D e s e r t  S u r v e y  P r o j e c t ,  w h i c h
r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  s i t e  w i t h  a  m e t a l  d e t e c t o r  a n d  e v e n t u a l l y  l o c a t e d  t h e  f o u r  s w o r d s  w e d g e d
b e h i n d  a  s c r e e n  o f  s t a l a c t i t e s  i n  a  p r e v i o u s l y  u n e x p l o r e d  u p p e r  l e v e l  o f  t h e  c a v e .

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/premium/article/roman-swords-spatha-cave-bar-kokhba-dead-sea
https://www.antiquities.org.il/default_en.aspx
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